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Travelling/Holidaying within the Czech Republic Vs Travelling/Holidaying Abroad
Should travelers explore their home country first or travel abroad as often as they can?
By Laura Lee Winger

While I fully understand and appreciate the importance of exploring and understanding one's country as a frame of reference to better understand foreign countries, I would argue a number of points for traveling abroad. The implication of this debate is that people cannot know their own country well without travelling within it, but even in diverse countries, there are still most likely a greater number of similarities than differences when compared to travelling to a very different country.

Likewise, smaller countries may not be as diverse, so one can know a significant amount without ever leaving their local area. On the other hand, if your goal was to understand and explore your home country first, how much is enough? I don't think it's ever possible to know everything about a country, and if you were to spend all your life trying to attain that knowledge, you would be missing out on the opportunity to see the world.

Think about the US, one of the largest and most diverse countries in the world. People from different parts of the country live in different levels of poverty and wealth, speak with different accents and partake in different traditions. Nevertheless, national television is national television, no matter what state you reside in. Top music hits will be similar, and fast food chains will bring similar cuisines to various locations. There are certainly local events, local food specialties, and local cultures throughout the US that are interesting, exciting and different, but it is all America. Most Americans speak English and can generally understand each others' dialects, most Americans fall into a small number of religions, and most Americans pay taxes, go to grocery stores, grow up in classrooms with chalkboards and pencils, and watch TV at least once a week. To visit four or five cities in each of the fifty states would only be marginally more beneficial than visiting four or five major cities in various regions of the US, especially when compared to the possibility have spending that time visiting cities of the world.

By far, the richest experience of my life was studying abroad for six weeks in Hiroshima, Japan. There is nothing like studying abroad to learn the language and culture of another country. I could have spent that time in other cities of the US, but that little international experience brought me thousands of entertaining stories that I regularly share with others. What's more, people are interested in those stories because the experiences are truly unique to Hiroshima, or to Japan or Asia in general. They are incredibly different than what I would have experienced in America, and I wouldn't give up those memories for anything.
Furthermore, my memories, experiences and stories set me apart from people who have never travelled in Asia or outside America at all; I have more knowledge of international travel and of Japan than those people, and I have more interesting stories to tell about Asians because I lived with them (versus having met a handful of Asians in the US).

I better understand Japanese business and commerce practices for having had to buy my food, supplies and souvenirs there, and I can better appreciate the religion for having been to the temples and having witnessed various ceremonies. I can relate to stories of tea parties for having sat through one, and I would have never learned the term for hot spring, onsen, had my host mom not taken me to one. So, for an example, when my first manager out of college was invited to visit Japan with a supplier, he sought out my advice. He mentioned he'd be staying at an onsen hotel, and I recognized the word immediately, and warned him what that was, so he was prepared (unlike I was) when he and his colleagues were to get completely undressed in the locker rooms before entering the baths. Now tell me, should I have spent that summer travelling the parts of America that I had not yet visited? I would say no, because my invaluable experience and advice to my manager made me an asset to him.
Another interesting point I made with my manager was something that I told him and he didn't believe. A common experience for people who live outside the US for a lengthy period of time, and then come back, is a longing sense of missing the foreign country, and also the nagging urge to tell your stories to everyone you meet. I told my manager that, even though he'd only be there for a short time, he would come back missing it. He didn't believe me, and was very hesitant to even entertain such an idea. Yet when he came back to America after his trip, he admitted that it was exactly as I told him. I think that's an experience you can't get from travelling your home country. Other countries are so different; the amount of new experiences and cultural differences is overwhelming, and every day is an incredible adventure. It's just not the same as seeing a new city in your home country, where the language, pop culture and business practices are so similar.
Now, I am definitely aware of the vast variety of culture to be seen in diverse countries like America, and I have every intention of having some of those experiences as well. I just don't think those experiences need to come before international experiences. Just this past year, I went to New Orleans for Mardi Gras for the first time, and that was truly an amazing and worthwhile trip. I've bar hopped through some of the many venues of live music in Nashville, and I've seen a musical on Broadway. I've had world famous barbecue in Kansas City, and crab cakes in Baltimore. I've hiked the Grand Canyon and I've gone whale watching off the shores of Washington state. My legs were exhausted from climbing the stairs of the Statue of Liberty and my ears have popped on the elevator ride up the Sears Tower. One day, I hope to watch the ball drop in Times Square, go wine tasting in California, and drink at the Taste of Chicago, but I would not pass up the opportunity to travel abroad before having those experiences.

Discussion Questions

· Would you rather visit another country or travel within your own country? 

· Have you ever been abroad? 

· Where have you been? 

· Are you planning on going anywhere for your next vacation?

· If so, where?

· Who with?

· How long will you stay?

· Are you afraid of going abroad alone? 

· Could you live in another country for the rest of your life? 

· Describe the most interesting person you met on one of your travels. 

· Describe your best trip. 

· Describe your worst trip. 

· Do you like to travel with children? Why or why not? 

· Do you prefer to travel in summer or winter? 

· Do you prefer to travel alone or in a group? Why? 

· Do you prefer traveling by car, plane or boat? 

· Have you ever been in a difficult situation while traveling? 

· Have you ever been on an airplane?

· How many times?

· Have you ever been to a foreign country? 

· Have you ever gotten lost while traveling?
· Have you ever hitchhiked? If so, how many times? 

· Have you ever taken a package tour? 

· How do you spend your time when you are on holiday and the weather is bad? 

· How many countries have you been to? 

· How many times have you traveled abroad? 

· How much luggage do you usually carry? 

· If you traveled to South America, what countries would like to visit? 

· If you went to Australia, what kind of souvenirs would you buy?  

· What are some countries that you would never visit? Why would you not visit them? 

· What are some things that you always take with you on a trip? 

· What countries would you most like to visit? 

· What countries would you not like to visit?
· What do you need before you can travel to another country? 

· What is the most interesting city to visit in your country? 

· What is the most interesting souvenir that you have ever bought on one of your holidays? 

· What was the most interesting place you have ever visited? 

· What's the most beautiful place you've ever been to? 

· When was the last time your travelled? 

· Where are you going to go the next time you travel?

· When are you going to go?

· Who are you going to go with?

· How long are you going to go for?

· What are you going to do there?

· What kind of things do you think you will buy?

· Where did you go on your last vacation?

· How did you go?

· Who did you go with?

· Where did you spend your last vacation? Summer/Winter?
· Would you like to take a cruise? Where to? With who? 

· Would you prefer to stay at a hotel/motel or camp while on vacation? 

· Would you rather go to a place where there are a lot of people or to a place where there are few people? 

· Do you find more fulfillment from your leisure activities including vacations than from your job? 

· Do you think the type of vacation one takes reflects one's social status? 

· What are popular tourist destinations in your country?

· Have you been to any of them?

· Which would you recommend if you could only recommend one? Why?

· Do you prefer active or relaxing holidays/travel? Why? 

· Which is better, package tour or a tour you organize and book yourself? 

· Why do you travel?

· Why do people travel?

· Would you like to go back to the same place? 

· Did you find anything of particular interest? / Did you get attracted to anything special? 

· What are some benefits of travel?

· Why do people travel?

· What is your favorite mode of travel?  

· When you travel do you prefer a budget or first class hotel? Why? 

· What is your favorite method of travel at your destination? Train? Bus? Boat? Bicycle? Backpacking? 

· Which countries have you travelled to? 

· Do you prefer hot countries or cool countries when you go on holiday 

· Who makes the decisions when your family decides to go on holiday 

· If you could choose one place to go this weekend, where would it be? (could be anywhere in the world) 
